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The most obvious and sen- 


sationalist reason for a thar- 
ough review of the foreign-aid 
‘gropram is that the pro 
has on oceasion been su- 
borned by the CIA for its own 
secretive purposes. It was, 
apparently, used as a CIA 
cover during the period when 


ogram 


. our war jn Laos was a big 


oanists William and Plize 


ta-Gav 
Siege,” recently the subject of 
a scandalous canecHation at 
the American Film Institute, 
AlD officers themselves 
instructed the police of client 
nations in the delicate arts of 
the torture of political prison- 
ers. 


deserve to know abe 


seeret to be kept from the 
American peopte at all costs. 


And, according to the Cos- 
ras movie, “State of 
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Obviously, if these things 
are going on in the name of 
foreign aid, the taxpayers 
ste it fully 
and their represent: fives in 
Congress scree the chance 
to vote openly for assassina- 
tion, lorfare, secret wars and 
so on, rather than to do so in 
the illusion that they are vot- 
ing for improved erpp vield 
and birth control information 
in underdeveloped countries. 

But all of that subversion of 
foreign aid has been the prod- 
uel of limited minds at CLA, 
the same sort of minds that 
parlicipated so heavily In 
both the Bay of Piss and the 
Watergate conspiracy and 
burglary. There are other, 
mare serious reasens for 
questioning foreign aid and 
they are offered ina ponetral- 
ing, depressing and complete. 
ly convincing new book by 
Washinuloan- based “rono- 
abeth 


Paddock, 
The Paddocks call their 


book “We Don't Know How,” 
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By FRANK GETLEIN 


and the title sums it up, 

With Jong experience in 
Central America in numerous 
branches of forcicn aid. the 
Paddocks compiled, in Wash- 
ington, a list of aid projects 
there that the home offices 
here regard as extraordinari- 
ly successful. en they went 
hack to Guatemala, Honduras 
and El Salvador to look at 
these ‘successes.’ They also 
visited a number of other as- 
sorted enterprises in, the re- 
gion and a boomtown in Mexi- 
co. 

Their conclusions are sober- 
ing, their details sometimes 
appalling. 

Among the latter are statis- 
ties gathered in the same 
cheerfully casual ways as the 
celebrated “body-counts” of 
{hie first major phase of our 

Indoehinese war, according to 
which we seemed to have 
killed off everybody three or 
four times. 
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But it is upon those statis- 


tics thal present programs 
are continued, future ones 
devised. 
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By looking, asking ques- 


tions of the local peaple who 
really know how things are 
going and by comparinus con- 
flicling or complementary 
sets of statistics, the Pad- 
docks have concluded that 
feraien aid is not oniv a fail- 
ure but an inevitable failure. 

One reason is stanly that 
any effective improvement in 
economic conditions cases a 
much grealer increase in 
population which wipes out 
the econamic improvement 
and then some. 

Sourees of real, measurable 
imprevernent in living condi- 
tions often are somewhat 
embarr eee to Liberak ob- 
They include: the 
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money baie home by wet- 
back agricultural taborers in 
the United States; the sheer 
proximity to the United States 
ot one Mexican boomtown and 

e relative Airerican acces- 
it ity of one in Honduras; 
and, of afl things, the Jong- 
term economic benefits of the 
United Fruit Company, the 
feared and denounced “FI 
Pulpo”’—ithe octopus-—long 
blamed as an imperialist ex 
ploiter. 
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The Paddocks have no fool- 
proof plan ta make foreign aid 
work. Indeed, the point of 
their book is: uy don't know. 
You don’t know. Nobody 
knows.” But they do coffer two 
powerfully sensible sugpes- 
tions. 

The first is simoly that, giv- 
en our increased understand- 


ing of th C size and the depth of ' 


our own “pockets of poverty,” 


mere of cur money for reform: 
showd be put into American’ 


areas iy need of it—for exatn- 
ple, Appalachia, the inner 
city, Puerto Rico, Indian res- 
ervations and Congress, all of 
which societies ery out for 
structural changes ef the 
kinds we have tried, unsue- 
cessfully, to create elsewhere 
in toe narne of foreian 


aid. 
Their second thought is to 
start putting money, uatater- 
ally, into the United Nations 
as an actual peace-keeping 
force, retiable for sraall na- 
tions. Those nalians, relieved 
of the crushing burden of 
armaments purchased from 
us or from ihe Rus Sias as 
forcien aid, would thea have 
at least the beg innings of the 
eapital need “ed to tackle their 
own protloms 
Homakes 
sense. That's 
er be tried, 


why it will nev- 
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